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Teaching Philosophy Statement 

“A candle loses nothing by lighting another candle.” - James Keller 

 This quote successfully inspired a passion for a new job in higher education. I was ready 

to not only light other candles, but create light in darkness, at a moment in time when the 

American public’s scientific views were becoming the most shrouded.  

 With a new energy, I developed a routine for teaching and engaging my three Physical 

Geography laboratory sections. The overall lecture course instructor and I met weekly, 

discussing the scheduled material, and approving the edited or entirely new lab assignments I 

designed. Many of these labs already existed, but lacked hands-on and engaging activities. 

Originally entirely digital and computer-based, they left little impetus for students to attend their 

laboratory section beyond an attendance credit. I transformed them, incorporating hands-on 

experiments with soil and rock samples from the Crop Sciences and Geology departments. I even 

fixed a broken stream table to show students in the classroom how rivers and flood plains appear 

from above. 

 The stream table was perhaps the most successful, as we manipulated the angle of the 

table to change the flow of the stream and watched all kinds of river patterns emerge. Students 

placed small model homes and structures where first, they thought the structures would not be 

safe from flooding. Once seeing what failed and did not fail, they identified places they thought 

would be safe to build on. By experiencing first-hand the actual forces of water in the stream 

table, not just a virtual display of digital water flooding a graphic of a house, they mentally 

connected the modelling environment of the textbook to the real environment in which they 

lived.  
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 All of these labs I created were not stemming from a strong personal background in the 

physical geographies, as my research tends to be focused on human geographies. Instead, these 

labs reflected a dedication to ensuring these students were in a science class offering them more 

learning opportunities about the world. Through these experiences, they lit their own candles, 

burning in the night. When a climate change report comes out, or water restrictions are 

implemented, I have confidence that they can illuminate the minds of others, drawing from the 

knowledge developed in my lab sessions.  

This perspective undergirds my teaching philosophy. I wish to show students how to 

discover knowledge so they can go forth and find knowledge themselves, and spread information 

as practitioners, researchers, and educators throughout the world. Universities are unique in their 

gathering together students from all over the world for learning a multitude of new information. 

As a university educator, I use my access and resources to contribute as a global citizen who 

offers light to all corners of the world - a goal I find laudable as a geographer. 

Being an educator who is compassionate, thorough, and rigorous in her course design 

ensures that my students observe and develop similar traits through their learning experiences 

and apply them in their own research and future work. As an instructor, my classroom fosters 

inquiry, curiosity, and illuminating experiences, brightening the lights of the students who enter 

it. 


